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The new families are organised around the male head of the family, and the female in-betweener. The dominant mother figures are actively
involved in the day-to-day chores. Moreover, as Anderson and Scott ( 2011 ) point out, the Doctor seems to work best when he is regularly

reminded of this domesticity and hence travels alone as an adult, not as a family man. Although the new series are ostensibly about
adventure, and show a greater degree of optimism than the old series, the action is still located in the domestic sphere: even when they

travel, the Doctor and his companions live in a domestic space, as they will spend many episodes in the TARDIS, surrounded by other
families. Significant in terms of female representation, Peri Brown (1988-1996, Nicola Bryant) is remembered for leaving the programme

when she became engaged to the henchman Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart. This renders her departure a distinct event in the programme,
since the henchman was the only male figure who had managed to permanently remain in her life. Furthermore, whereas previous

companions have stepped out only to the degree that their presence in the TARDIS was felt to be an intrusion, Bryant's departure marks a
renegotiation with the Doctor. Instead of leaving, the Doctor merges her TARDIS crew into his, forming what Jowett (2017) calls a "buddy
team". This is a complete volte-face in terms of the old paradigm where the role of male companions was to provide a contrast to the all-
female set-up of the TARDIS, thereby suggesting that there were two sexes, male and female. From the outset, however, new Who has

refused to enforce binary gender norms by using only women companions. What is more, it is precisely the companions themselves who
press this point. Most of the time, the Doctor simply admits he cannot accommodate male companions, in line with those Britains norms in
which women are reputed to be better at enduring hardships. For example, in the earliest of the new Who episodes, Dalek (1974) demands
that the Doctor hand over two female companions, the TARDIS crew being forced to retreat into a cupboard if they do not submit. Adric and
Nyssa are therefore the first to be trained by the Doctor, as long as they understand that the ultimate threat for men is always women, and

that the Doctor is not a man.
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The Orphan companions were created out of the immense void
left by a state that, on pain of social convention, placed no

limits on the behaviour of young adults. Their heroic careers
were a way for young viewers to show their independence

from and their disaffection for their parents. The K9 stories of
the 1970s, emanating from a new wave of counter-culture,
were a way of severing ties with parents and the family. In

spite of their emotional engagement, the K9 stories were very
light in content. They were more concerned with political and
philosophical issues than with family. The new Who began its

career in 2005 with a bold step back from the lighter, more self-
consciously disenchanted narratives of the 1970s. Instead,

there was a return to a family-oriented sensibility, albeit with a
new rather than a return to an old meaning for the word. This

second act, of the second new Who in particular, has gone
some way to restoring to the British family a place in

contemporary life. It has done so by presenting long serving
families as protagonists in the new Who. For the majority of

viewers, the range of family relations is straightforward.
Children are born into stable two-parent families. At the same

time, many may be aware of the increasing importance of
more diverse families. In consequence, families take on

different forms. For the second new Who, the children of a
companion may feature prominently in stories but their future
is already mapped out. The childrens literature heritage of the
orphan companions was also in conflict with Doctor Whos new
official policy. These two generations of companions portray

the processes by which families are being reformed or
reinvented. For the first new Doctor Who, the emphasis was on
the need for young adults to break away from the family and
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to be independent. In the second generation, the emphasis is
on the need for young adults to work closely with family.
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