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before we delve into the details of altiverb, and a quick look at the application, we need to begin by looking at what altiverb actually does. altiverb is a convolution reverb. these are used to simulate the reverberation that results from sound hitting the walls and ceiling of a room. the typical way to add a reverb effect to a piece of audio is to make a long recording of a single instrument, such as a guitar, playing a single note, and to convolve that recording with the acoustic characteristics of
the particular room. this is the principle behind the free acoustic reverb plug-in, vst reverb, which can be downloaded from the steinberg website. vst reverb (and other virtual acoustic reverb plug-ins) is just that - a software application that simulates acoustic effects. a room effect can be simulated in two ways. one is to use a long single impulse, a specialised sound that creates a virtual room response, and convolve that with the audio. this is the method employed by altiverb, and it's the
same method used by the free, single impulse convolution plug-in, which is free for all to use. the other method is to simulate the room response by creating a bunch of short impulses, each of which are convolved with the audio to provide a virtual room response. in most cases this is faster than convolving a long impulse, but if you can't get hold of a single impulse or it's not available, there are a number of convolution reverb plug-ins on the market that do exactly that. altiverb uses this

second method, creating small impulse responses for each of the room's speakers. the impulse responses are then used to affect an audio track. altiverb scales the impulse responses down in size and sends them to the reverb unit, which creates and convolves each of the small impulse responses with the audio to produce a virtual room response.
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It can of course also be used as a regular VST, as with other Altiverb bundles, though only one IR can be sampled per reverb at a time, and it's probably the best practice to make a fresh version each time
that you want to sample a new IR, rather than dragging the sample from one IR to the next. Altiverb on the other hand is a formidable, and very useful, addition to the AudioEase suite, and the price is
absolutely right at €34.48. I'm sure this will appeal to many users who are interested in the idea of having an algorithm at their disposal that they can play with to achieve the perfect ambience, though

the question is to what end. There are lots of websites offering free IRs so I'm not sure the point of using one of the higher-end,and more expensive, Altiverb bundles. The applications of IRs in sound
design are rather limited in terms of what one can do with them, and they're not an easy sell to producers who like using their own effects. And then there's the issue of legality. If the media industry

decides to take this threat seriously, what happens to the IRs recorded with free, and legal, tools? The jury is still out on that one, and for the time being we'll just have to take the rest of AudioEase's plug-
ins and be grateful that they exist at all. But it does serve as a warning to keep an eye on the download situation on this bundle and, just in case, make sure you delete it once you've got it (or, if the usual

warnings about ghost files are followed, you've got a backup). An Altiverb bundle that finally does what it claims to do is about as good as a birthday present. I hope it doesn't get messed up in the next
few days and that it's on the list to get this review published. 5ec8ef588b
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