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century’s elite. Part of the New Hollywood, Matt Damon emerged in the early ’90s, following two earlier successes—say, The Silence of the Lambs and
Dangerous Minds, both of which earned him an Oscar nomination. Although his best known films include Good Will Hunting, Rounders, The Talented

Mr. Ripley, and The Bourne Identity/Ultimatum, Damon has also been working steadily on TV—in series such as The West Wing, Club LA, and
Nip/Tuck—and has even made occasional forays into directing. In 2005 he helmed the mildly entertaining Under the Tuscan Sun, and now he's back to

direct one of the more intriguing-sounding noir films of the year, The Great Buck Howard, based on a 1928 novel by James M. Cain. What interested
you about this project? Was it an idea for a story in a different period? I'm interested in period stories in general, and it was interesting to have the
chance to sort of put my own mark on the material and see how a period film could work. I also had been reading a lot about 1920s America, and I

think the last time that we had a period film that was sort of based on a novel—the period was 1920s, I think—was the Howard Hawks film Rio Grande.
There hadn't been a really good period film in a while, and in fact when I was growing up there weren't really any period films at all, so I was delighted
to have the opportunity to play with that. What is it about? Well, I'm told that it's sort of hard to describe it very well. It's sort of a 1950s-style noir—so

it's very dark and very tough and it's a very stylized film. And it was a novel by James Cain that I'd never read before, so I hadn't read it with all the
canonical n
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