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As a continuation of the Tuberculosis Treatment Study in 1991, a national probability sample of 1766 treatment cases in 49 tuberculosis (TB) treatment centers in the United States, was used to examine and compare characteristics of patients and treatment data. Treatment centers were selected based on an expected 90% treatment success rate and a 95% sample size. Although age, sex, social class, race, ethnicity,
income, and method of diagnosis were similar across all sites, patterns were slightly different depending on the site or center. Treatment success rates were similar across sites in terms of sex, age, social class, and ethnicity, but it varied by race. The highest success rates were among whites (87.2%) and the lowest success rates were among blacks (64.3%). The number of drugs given to patients generally increased
across the sites from 3 in the New York State TBSG sites to 5 in the Multi-County TBSG. There was a significant positive association between the number of drugs used and treatment success. However, there was some variability across sites in this relationship. Tuberculosis treatment was divided into the initial intensive phase (first two drugs given) and continuation phase (third drug plus retreatment drugs) for

patients who completed the intensive phase. The initial intensive phase was associated with higher treatment success among several of the sites, but treatment patterns were not consistent. The continuation phase was associated with a higher treatment success rate only for those patients who had a negative bacteriologic
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