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diagnosis of anastomotic leakage of
ileocaecal Crohn's disease. Surgical
resection of an ileo-caecal Crohn's

disease is frequently complicated by an
anastomotic leak. Postoperative

radiological findings are variable and
anastomotic leaks may be missed. We
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introduced a simple and reliable method
of detecting anastomotic leaks in ileo-

caecal Crohn's disease by ileostomy and
caecostomy for a period of three weeks.

In 40 patients with Crohn's disease
operations for terminal ileal, ileo-

colonic, and ileo-caecal resections were
performed. In 28 patients with ileo-
caecal Crohn's disease, the terminal

ileum was resected and in 12 patients
resection was performed without

terminal ileal resection. During the first
two weeks of surgery, 8 patients with
terminal ileal Crohn's disease were

subjected to ileostomy and 6 patients to
caecostomy. In 28 patients with ileo-

caecal Crohn's disease a closed end-to-
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end or end-to-side stapled anastomosis
was performed. All patients had their

stomas left open for three weeks. If the
operation was done without terminal

ileal resection, the stoma was left open
for only 7 days. During the postoperative
period, abdominal drainage was done for

3 days; if the drainage was bloody, the
patient was further studied with a

computed tomography (CT) scan. In the
first phase (20 patients) a three-week

ileostomy and caecostomy was followed
by abdominal CT scan. Anastomotic

leaks of less than or equal to 3 cm were
considered as intra-abdominal abscesses;
leaks larger than 3 cm were classified as
anastomotic leaks. In the second phase
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(17 patients) the same procedure was
performed, but CT scanning was

performed after only 7 days. We found
that all but one of the leaks detected by a
ileostomy and caecostomy were due to a

subclinical anast edd6d56e20
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